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7-11-66 SACRAMENTO STATE POST
University of Montana President Robert Johns submitted his resignation to Governor 
Tim Babcock Monday (July 11) to take the presidency of a 10,000 student California 
college. The resignation was accepted by action of the Board of Regents during its 
morning session.
In his resignation Dr. Johns said "It has been a privilege and an honor to be 
associated with the people of Montana in the growth and development of the University 
over the last three years. I especially wish to express my gratitude to a strong 
and devoted faculty which has labored under many difficulties to provide an excellent 
education for its students.
"It is in order that I convey my thanks to my administrative colleagues, not 
only in Missoula but throughout the State, for their help and understanding.
"May I also express my thanks to you (Governor Babcock) and your associates 
on the Board of Regents for your conscientious efforts to help me and to serve the 
people of the State."
The letter requested the resignation be effective on August 15, exactly three 
years from the day he began his duties on the Missoula campus. It is also the day 
Dr. Johns becomes president of 19-year old Sacramento State College in California.
Dr. Johns, who began his tenure as president of the Montana institution on August 
15, 1963, has directed the University to significant progress in the areas of 
physical plant expansion and improvement of academic programs.
The 10-year campus plan, instituted by Dr. Johns in 196k, calls for new facilities 
and renovations totaling $55 million. Elliott Village, 17U units of family housing
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which opened in mid-June to married students, is the most recent project in the plan 
to be completed. A nearly completed 11-story high rise dormitory, a $k.3 million 
student center, an additional 100 family housing units, another high rise dorm and a 
forestry sciences laboratory are among $12 million in new projects initiated under 
Dr. Johns in 1965 and 1966. A new long-range financial plan is now in the formulation 
stage.
An intensive curriculum review, the first at the University in 30 years, was 
initiated by Dr. Johns soon after his arrival. Resulting from the study were a general 
updating of course offerings and requirements, and a strengthening of the graduate 
program. Dr. Johns appointed a separate graduate dean to guide the future development 
of this area.
Dr. Johns has focused increased emphasis on faculty research and publications, 
and has directed accelerated development of Lubrecht Experimental Forest near Greenough 
and Yellow Bay Biological Station on Flathead Lake, resulting in more extensive and 
efficient use of these two University facilities. He has been successful in adding 
strength to the summer quarter and in attracting top teaching talent and students 
from all parts of the country to this session.
Dr..Johns has been responsible for extending the base of private fund support 
from local to national origin through a build-up of the University of Montana Foundation. 
Various research projects and faculty grants, including the newly-created Distinguished 
Professorships, are supported by funds acquired by the Foundation. He fostered the 
establishment of the Stella Duncan Memorial Institute to accommodate an augmented 
program of health science research, and he organized the Council of 50, a group of lead­
ing Montana citizens, to assist in University planning and development.
The Order of the Grizzly, an honor created by Dr. Johns in 1965 to recogonize out­
standing natives of Montana, has focused national attention on the University and the 
State.
Dr. Johns has been a leader in the establishment of a closer working relationship
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between the units of the Montana University System and in the organization of several 
joint teaching and research programs which will benefit the State and the Northern 
Rocky Mountain Region.
University enrollment has increased from U,500 to 6,000 under Dr. Johns. He has 
devoted special attention to providing students with more responsibility in their 
own government and the affairs of the University.
Dr.' Johns has stressed salary levels favorable for the retention of present faculty 
and staff members and for the attraction of new personnel. Participation in faculty 
government has increased considerably in the past three years.
Dr. Johns, 1+5, was executive vice-president of the University of Miami in Coral 
Gables, Fla., from i960 to 1962, and he headed the Illinois Commission of Higher Education 
from 1958 to i960 in Chicago. From 1953 to 1958, he was director of the U.S. Armed Forces 
Institute at Madison, Wis. He served as an educational consultant for Fund Fulfillment 
Corp. of Chicago immediately prior to his move to Montana. His experience also includes 
four years as assistant to the president of Purdue University and teaching and adminis­
trative positions at Stanford University and the University of Omaha.
Born in Mt. Vernon, Ohio, Dr. Johns attended Westminster College in Pennsylvania and 
received his bachelor of science degree from Ohio State University in 19̂ +2. Stanford 
University awarded him the Ph.D. degree in 191+9. He was a pilot with the U.S. Navy 
in World War II.
Dr. Johns is a member of the Federal Legislation Committee of the National Association 
of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges; a commissioner of the Western Interstate 
Commission for Higher Education; member of the Commission on Accreditation for Higher 
Education, Northwest Association of Secondary and Higher Schools; member of the Advisory 
Committee on Development, State of Montana; president of the Big Sky Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference; member of the National Council of Boy Scouts of America; member of 
the board of directors, Western Montana National Bank; member of the Board of Reference, 
American Heritage Program; director and consultant, Walter L. Darling Corp.; and con­
sultant, Western Broadcasting Co.
He also is affiliated with Phi Delta Kappa, Phi Eta Sigma and Phi Kappa Phi honor- 
aries, and Sigma Chi social fraternity.
Dr. Johns is married to the former Virginia Wolfe of Ambridge, Pa. They have four 
children, Charles Michael, 19, Rebecca, 17, Thomas, 15, and Kathryn, 13.
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